Ipsilateral acoustic-reflex adaptation testing for detection of facial-nerve pathology: three case studies.
Abnormal acoustic-reflex adaptation monitored in the same ear for both contralaterally and ipsilaterally presented tonal activators is reported in three cases. One case had Bell's palsy, whereas the other two cases had no clinically observable evidence of seventh-nerve involvement. These cases show that the existence of abnormal acoustic-reflex adaptation in the absence of Bell's palsy does not necessarily implicate the presence of eighth-nerve pathology.